
Showers of Blessing 
      

    Through May 14th, we will continue with 
our special project of providing personal 
hygiene kits for Mid-Kentucky Presbytery. 
Supplies needed for each kit include: 
toothbrush (individually wrapped),unscented, 
wrapped bar soap, 1 inch wide Band-Aids, 
Nail Clippers, wide toothed comb( no 
picks),washcloth, hand towel, and one- gallon 
zip locked bags to put items in. You may 
complete a kit or just bring items to be 
included in the kits.  
    Then from May 15th through June we will 
be working with the schools to provide food 
items such as: ramen noodles, spaghettio’s, 
microwaveable Mac and cheese, Vienna 
sausages, or cereal.  
   Thank you for your help with these projects. 

 

Opportunity Circle 
 

     Opportunity Circle will meet 
Wednesday, May 3rd at 10: 00. We are on 
lesson 9: Sabbath and Community. 

 
 

Men of the Church 
 

     Men of the church regular meeting will 
be May 4th at 5:30. David Payne will be 
providing the main dish. Come and enjoy 
the food and fellowship. 

 
 
 

Budget Information  
Average Weekly Giving $3,272.88 
Average Weekly Needs $3,593.68 

 
Kingdom Kids 

         Hello everyone. I hope you 
have been able to enjoy some of 
the nice weather we have been 
having this Spring. I would like all 
of us to enjoy God’s creation on 
Wednesday, May 10th from 5:30-
6:45. We will meet at the State park 
for food, fun, and games.   
      
     Remember, your friends are 
always welcome. In Children’s 
Church this month we will be 
learning about growing in God’s 
love. I hope to see you all at 
church and at Kingdom Kids.  

     I want to also thank the youth 
who helped with getting the Soup 
luncheon ready last Sunday. Your 
help was much appreciated.  

God Bless, 

Michelle  

 

REV. MURPHY CONTACT INFORMATION: 

(270) 403-7709, jimurphy5434@gmail.com 

Bethel Beacon   

May 2023 

May Calendar 

5/1 6:00 Boy Scouts Troop 616 

5/3 10:00 Opportunity Circle 

5/4 5:30 Men of the Church  

5/7 10:00 Sunday School; 11:00 Worship 

5/8 6:00 Boy Scouts Troop 616 

5/10 5:30 Session;  
5:45-6:45  Kingdom Kids 

5/14 10:00 Sunday School; 11:00 Worship  

5/15 6:00 Boy Scouts Troop 616  

5/21 10:00 Sunday School; 11:00 Worship 

5/22 6:00 Boy Scouts Troop 616 

5/28 10:00 Sunday School; 11:00 Worship 

5/29 6:00 Boy Scouts Troop 616 

  

 

May Birthdays 

               
2nd: Rev. Jim Murphy 

3rd: Nona Gribbins 

Creed Caldwell 

Wayne Wells 

14th: Betty Ewing 

17th: Paul Johnson 

24th: Dr. Robert Shipp 

25th: Dr. Richard A. Sanders III 

29th: Nathan Coyle 

30th: Chase Coyle 

 

Bethel First Presbyterian Church 

502 East Main Street 

Campbellsville, KY 42718 

Office (270)-465-7091, bfpc502@gmail.com 

Pastor’s cell (270) 403-7709 
 

Trustees: Mrs. Jane Horn (2023), 

Mr. John Waldrop (2024), Mr. Paul Johnson (2025) 

Treasurers: Mr. John Waldrop, Mrs. Betty Ewing 

The Session: Class of 2023: Mr. Charles Shaw, Dr. 

James Watkins, Mr. Alex Shively 

Class of 2024: Mrs. Linda Caldwell, Mr. Terry Feather 

Mr. David Payne 

Class of 2025: Jeanne Brown, Sandy Christie,  

Linda Shipp 

 

Staff  

Pastor: Rev. James C. Murphy  

Organist: Mrs. Suellen Shaw 

Pianist: Mrs. Ann DeSpain 

Choir Director: Mr. Joe DeSpain 

Bookkeeper: Mrs. Karen Reynolds 

Youth/Child Director: Mrs. Michelle Murphy 

From the Pastor’s Pen... 

So, this is the month of the year that I 

celebrate another trip around the sun. I like 

to think that I have become a person who 

approaches this annual occasion with 

grace and maturity. (This will be number 

52, if you are curious.)  

As  I turn the page into another year 

of life, I am hopeful about the years that 

lie ahead. Yet at the same time I have done 

some reflective thinking as well, looking 

back at life up to this point. I must admit 

that this reflection has been challenging to 

say the least. Yet it has also been affirming 

and encouraging. All in all, the collective 

memories of joys and sorrows, laughter 

and tears, hopes and dreams (some unmet, 

others far surpassed), serve as reminders 
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that “all things” do indeed work together 

for good for those who love God. (Romans 

8:28).  

I am thankful for opportunities to look 

back and see the leading of the hand of 

God in so many areas of my life.  It is 

comforting to know that the Good 

Shepherd is constantly at work. 

I am thankful for years of learning 

more and more live into the Proverb that 

instructs us to “Trust in the Lord with all 

your heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding. In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will direct your 

path.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

I am thankful, too, for wisdom that 

has shown itself in a variety of ways; some 

conventional, others quite unconventional. 

Robert Fulghum was indeed right on track 

with his poem, “All I Really Need to 

Know I Learned in Kindergarten.”  (He 

was a Presbyterian Minister, by the way.) 

In the poem, Fulghum reminds us of the 

simplicity of sound judgment, that it is 

good to be nice to others, and of the 

importance of balance and fairness in all 

things. The author concludes the poem 

saying, “And it is still true, no matter how 

old you are, when you go out into the 

world, it is best to hold hands and stick 

together.”  

  Looking back I can truly say that I am 

blessed.  

I encourage all of you to take time to 

reflect on your life, and you don’t have to 

wait for your birthday to do it. Count your 

blessings. Remember the good times, and 

be thankful. Indeed God is Good! God is 

Good! All the Time! 

Jim     Grace & Peace, Jim 

PC(USA) Mission Concerns 

Later we will understand 

May 14, 2023 

     Mother’s Day, the second Sunday in 

May, dates to the late 1850s as a day to 

learn to cook better and clean house to 

protect the family from disease. Mothering 

is not limited to moms, though. Children 

need many positive role models in life’s 

journey. 

     I keep thinking about the mother of the 

disciples James and John, you know her as 

the wife of Zebedee. 

     Her name was Salome, which means 

peace. She may have been the sister of 

Jesus’ mother, which would have made 

her Jesus’ aunt, and James and John, 

Jesus’ cousins. Jesus gave them the name 

Boanerges, which means “Sons of 

Thunder” (Mark 3:17, Luke 9:54). 

     Salome was present at the crucifixion 

of Jesus and the empty tomb after Jesus’ 

resurrection. She is the mother who knelt 

before Jesus to ask if her two sons could 

sit next to Jesus in his kingdom, one on his 

right and the other on his left (Matthew 

20:20–28). 

     I’d like to know if this was her idea or 

if her sons convinced her to ask Jesus for 

these places of honor. One thing is certain: 

It wasn’t their father Zebedee’s idea, since 

Salome refers to James and John as “these 

two sons of mine.” 

     Do you think Salome thought Jesus 

would say something like, “That’s a great 

idea, Salome, should James be on my right 

and John on my left, or vice versa?” 

     Instead, Jesus basically said she didn’t 

really know what she was asking him to 

do. Turning his attention to James and 

John, Jesus asked them, “Are you able to 

drink the cup that I am about to drink?” 

     They answered, “We are able.” 

     At this point in the story, I bet they got 

a little ahead of themselves. I bet they all 

three thought, ‘OK, we’ve got this.’ 

     Then Jesus tells them they will indeed 

drink from the same cup, however, “to sit 

at my right hand and at my left, this is not 

mine to grant, but it is for those for whom 

it has been prepared by my Father.” 

     Parents typically want the very best for 

their children. Yet, Salome had not one 

son — but two — called by Jesus himself. 

Why wasn’t this enough for her? For 

them? Why did they want more greatness 

than that? 

     Jesus told his disciples that he came to 

serve, not to be served. He came to give 

his life “as a ransom for many.” Greatness 

in the world is different than greatness in 

the kingdom. 

     What do you think James and John 

were thinking later, as Jesus knelt down to 

wash their feet? (John 13:1–17) 

 Tammy Warren, Former Communications 

Associate, Presbyterian Mission Agency 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/year

book/May-14-2023/ 

First Sunday Communion:  

June, July & August 

     The BFPC Session has decided to try 

something new (or at least new to us). 

     During the summer months we will be 

celebrating the sacrament of Holy 

Communion on the first Sunday of each 

month. 

June 4
th

 –Intinction 

July 2
nd

 – Distributed in pews 

August 6
th

 - Intinction  

     It is the hope of the session that these 

additional opportunities to gather around 

the Lord’s Table will make a meaningful 

contribution to our regular patterns of 

worship and celebration of the sacraments.   
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