
Channels of Blessing 

In September, we will collect socks and 

underwear for  

Taylor County Elementary School.  

This is preschool- fifth grade.  

They need sizes3T- adult x-large.      
 
 

Opportunity Circle 
 

 

Opportunity Circle will meet Wednesday, 

September 2 at 11:00. We will begin our 

new study in 1 Corinthians with the 

introduction and Lesson 1.  

Scripture: 1Corinthians 1-2. 
 

 

 

Sweetwater Book Club 

The Sweetwater book club will meet on 
Wednesday, September 16th in the library at 

10:30 a.m.. Upcoming discussions are: 
September – Long Road to Mercy  

by David Baldacci. 
October – The Choice: Embrace the Possible  

by Dr. Edith Eva Eger 
November – The Midnight Library  

by Matt Haig 
 
 

Ladies’ Luncheon 
 

Ladies luncheon will meet Wednesday, 
September 23rd at 11:45 at Creek Side.  
This is open to all ladies of the church.  

Hope you can come. 

 

 

Budget Information  
   

Average Weekly Needs: $3,993.63  
Average Weekly Giving: $3,620.31 

 

Kingdom Kids 

I hope everyone’s first few 
weeks of school have gone well. 
We are going to meet on 
Tuesday, September 15th at 6:15. 
We are going to be talking about 
God protecting us. As always, 
friends are welcome. I hope to 
see you on the 15th and at 
church.  
 
God Bless,  
Michelle  

 

 

 

 
REV. MURPHY CONTACT INFORMATION: 

(270) 403-7709, jimurphy5434@gmail.com 

Bethel Beacon   

September 2026 
 

 
September Calendar and  

Upcoming Events 
 

  

9/2 11:00 Opportunity Circle 

9/6 10:00 Sunday School  
11:00 Worship 

9/7 Labor Day 

9/8 6:00 Bible & Theology Class  
w/ Dr. Early 

9/9 5:30 Session 

9/13 10:00 Sunday School  
11:00 Worship 

9/15 6:15 Kingdom Kids 

9/16 10:30 Sweetwater Book Club  

9/20 10:00 Sunday School  
11:00 Worship 

9/21 6:00 Boy Scouts Troop 616 

9/22 6:00 Bible & Theology Class  
w/ Dr. Early 

9/23 11:45 Ladies’ Luncheon at 
Creekside 

9/27 10:00 Sunday School  
11:00 Worship 

9/28 6:00 Boy Scouts Troop 616 

9/29 6:00 Church Cookout 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethel First Presbyterian Church 

502 East Main Street 

Campbellsville, KY 42718 

Office (270)-465-7091 

E-mail bfpc502@gmail.com 

Pastor’s cell (270) 403-7709 
 

Trustees: Jane Horn (2026) John Waldrop (2027),  

Vacant (2028) 
 

Treasurer: John Waldrop 
 

The Session:  
 

Class of 2026: Linda Caldwell, Jimmy Ewing,   

Bonnie Watkins 
 

Class of 2027: Pat Abell, Terry Feather,  

John Powell   

 

Class of 2028: Mitzi Coyle, Jayne Hogan,  

Eugene Shively 
 

Staff  

Pastor: Rev. James C. Murphy, Organist: Suellen Shaw 

Pianist: Ann DeSpain, Choir Director: Joe DeSpain 

Bookkeeper: Karen Reynolds,  

Youth/Child Director: Michelle Murphy  
 

 
From the Pastor’s Pen... 
 

     Recently I have had several conversations 

with friends and relatives about living life in 

the midst of difficult circumstances. In light of 

these conversations, I took some extra time to 

consider and pray for the "weight" that many 

of our church family and friends are bearing. 

These are indeed trying times, and trying 

times often bring with them the sense of heavy 

burdens. How do you deal with such 

situations? I wish I could say I have 

discovered a foolproof way of eliminating 

such challenges in my life by my own power. I 

would gladly share that secret with you. But I 

have not found such a way – such a way 

simply does not exist.  
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     What I have found, however, is that God 

provides wisdom, strength, and comfort. 

These are gifts from God to the troubled soul. 

They are by-products of the life that is willing 

to fully surrender to God. With that thought in 

mind, I share this thought from renowned 

Christian author, Hannah Whitall Smith, who 

hits the nail on the head with her words.   

 

     [The Christian life’s] chief characteristics 

are an entire surrender to the Lord, and a 

perfect trust in Him, resulting in victory over 

sin and inward rest of soul; and it differs from 

the lower range of Christian experience in that 

it causes us to let the Lord carry our burdens 

and manage our affairs for us instead of trying 

to do it ourselves. 
 

     Most Christians are like a man who was 

toiling along the road, bending under a heavy 

burden, when a wagon overtook him, and the 

driver kindly offered to help him on his 

journey. He joyfully accepted the offer but 

when seated in the wagon, continued to bend 

beneath his burden, which he still kept on his 

shoulders. “Why do you not lay down your 

burden?” asked the kind-hearted driver. 

“Oh!” replied the man, “I feel it is almost too 

much to ask you to carry me, and I could not 

think of letting you carry my burden too.” And 

so Christians, who have given themselves into 

the care and keeping of the Lord Jesus still 

continue to bend beneath the weight of their 

burdens, and often go weary and heavy-laden 

throughout the whole length of their journey. 
 

     When I speak of burdens, I mean 

everything that troubles us, whether spiritual 

or temporal. 
 (Hannah Whitall Smith, The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life) 
 

     May we all seek that kind of perfect trust, 

even in the most trying of circumstances. And 

may we remember the words of Christ who 

says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and 

my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 
 

Grace and Peace,  

Jim 

 

September Birthdays 
 

1st: Truman Hall 
3rd: Christina Shively 
11th: Michael Hall, Jr. 

Xander Wilds 
14th: Jeanne Brown 
Jenny Wells Hughes 
20th: Jackson Harris 
24th: Shelby Gatlin 

25th: Anne Carey Johnson 
26th: Griffin Hall 

27th: John Hughes 
James Watkins 

29th: Steve Robinson 
 

 
 
 

Caring, sharing, serving, and 

growing together  

as Christ’s church in the world. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mid-Kentucky @ Beliefs 

  

From "The Confession of 1967" 

 Inclusive Language Text 

Christians find parallels between other 
religions and their own and must 

approach all religions with openness 
and respect. Repeatedly God has 

used the insight of non-Christians to 
challenge the church to renewal. But 
the reconciling word of the gospel is 

God’s judgment upon all forms of 
religion, including the Christian. The 

gift of God in Christ is for all. The 
church, therefore, is commissioned to 
carry the gospel to all whatever their 
religion may be and even when they 

profess none.  
 

 

Church Cookout 

    
  We invite everyone to join us for a cookout 

on Tuesday, September 29th, at 6:00 P.M. 
  

The meal will be held in the Fellowship Hall. 
Hamburgers, hotdogs, chicken tenders and 

drinks will be provided.  
 

Please bring a side dish and/or dessert and 
come be a part of this fellowship meal. 

 

***If you have a grill that could be used for 
this event (we will need three),  

please contact  
Rev. Murphy at 270-403-7709.  

 

 

Thank You 

 

Thank you so much for all your prayers 
and the lovely flowers. I Am So Blessed to 
have such a wonderful church family. 
 
Linda Shipp 

 

Thank You 

 

Bethel First Church & Ladies of the 
Church,  
 
To our church family – thank you. Thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts for all 
the love and support you have shown our 
family during the loss of Mo. The beautiful 
flowers, the wonderful funeral meal, your 
prayers, and every kind word and hug 
meant more to us than you can ever 
know.  
 
During such a difficult time, you reminded 
us that we were surrounded by a church 
family who truly cares and stands beside 
us. We are so grateful for each of you and 
feel blessed t be part of such a loving 
church family.  
 
With all our love and gratitude,  
Nancy, Mary Ann, John 
and families 
 

 
 

 


