Thank You
Dear BFPC family,

We are blessed to serve a church family
such as this one. Thank you for the
Christmas gifts you shared with each of
us. We are truly appreciative.
In Christ,
Jim & Michelle Murphy
Showers of Blessing
During January take some time for self
care. You know what you need. Maybe it is to
relax with a good book, go for coffee with a
friend or put together that puzzle you got for
Christmas.
Whatever it is —Take Care of Yourself.

Opportunity Circle
Opportunity Circle will meet Wednesday,
January 4th at 10:00. We are on Lesson 5Sabbath and Servitude.
Men of the Church
The next meeting of MOC will be Jan. 5 at
5:30. David Payne is bringing white bean
soup. Devotion will be given by Paul Johnson.

Building Renovation Update
If you happen to stop by the church over the
next month, you may notice that we are in the
midst of a few projects.
New flooring will be installed in three
classrooms in the education wing. (This will
match the flooring in the hallway and
Fellowship Hall.)
We are also going to be getting new
countertops, a new sink, and new backsplash
in the kitchen.

We are thankful for gifts and resources that
have made these updates possible.

Bethel Beacon

Kingdom Kids
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
I HOPE YOU ALL HAD A
JOYOUS HOLIDAY SEASON
WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS,
AND ARE EXCITED ABOUT
THE NEW YEAR. WE WILL
MEET ON WEDNESDAY, 18TH
AT 5:30-6:45 AT CHURCH. WE
WILL CELEBRATE THE NEW
YEAR, BY PLAYING GAMES,
TALKING ABOUT GOD’S LOVE
FOR US, AND OF COURSE
EATING SOME GOOD FOOD.
REMEMBER, FRIENDS ARE
ALWAYS WELCOME.
I HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL AT
CHURCH AND KINGDOM
KIDS. HAVE A GREAT 2023!
God Bless, Michelle

REV. MURPHY CONTACT INFORMATION:
(270) 403-7709, jimurphy5434@gmail.com
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January Calendar
10:00 Sunday School; 11:00 Worship
5:30 Men of the Church
10:00 Opportunity Circle
5:30 Men of the Church
10:00 Sunday School; 11:00 Worship
6:00 Boy Scouts Troop 616
12:00 Worship / Music Planning;
5:30 Session; 7:00 Choir
10:00 Sunday School; 11:00 Worship
6:00 Boy Scouts Troop 616
5:30 Kingdom Kids
10:00 Sunday School; 11:00 Worship
6:00 Boy Scouts Troop 616
10:00 Sunday School; 11:00 Worship

Bethel First Presbyterian Church
502 East Main Street
Campbellsville, KY 42718
Office (270)-465-7091, bfpc502@gmail.com
Pastor’s cell (270) 403-7709
Trustees: Mrs. Jane Horn (2023),
Mr. John Waldrop (2024), Mr. Paul Johnson (2025)
Treasurers: Mr. John Waldrop, Mrs. Betty Ewing
The Session: Class of 2023: Mr. Charles Shaw, Dr.
James Watkins, Mr. Alex Shively
Class of 2024: Mrs. Linda Caldwell, Mr. Terry Feather
Mr. David Payne
Class of 2025: Jeanne Brown, Sandy Christie,
Linda Shipp
Staff
Pastor: Rev. James C. Murphy
Organist: Mrs. Suellen Shaw
Pianist: Mrs. Ann DeSpain
Choir Director: Mr. Joe DeSpain
Bookkeeper: Mrs. Karen Reynolds
Youth/Child Director: Mrs. Michelle Murphy

January Birthdays

3rd: Gaye McCubbin
Pat Tucker
Terry Myers
4th: Sara Sanders
8th: E.G. Brown
Lisa Turpin
14th: Madison Campbell
16th: Sandie Cusumano
Beth Robinson Gustaf
17th: Laura Wilds
19th: Lindsay Harris
22nd: Dr. James A. Ewing
25th: Tom Caldwell
27th: Joey Johnson
30th: Christian Murphy
From the Pastor’s Pen...

We are taught that it is important to start
well and to end well. It works in music. It
works in our approach to the semesters of
a school year. It works for life in general.
As the month of December draws to a
close and January approaches, I find
myself drawn to two sources of wisdom
that are excellent guides for a prayerful
and thoughtful end/beginning of the
old/new year. The first is from scripture.
The second comes from a song.
I hope you will take a moment to read
them, let them sink in, and feed your soul.
Also, I encourage you to place them on
your refrigerator, or use them as a

bookmark. Maybe you could even make
them a part of your daily prayer and
devotion for the next month. As we say
goodbye to 2022 and hello to 2023, may
we let these words of wisdom be our
personal prayers, as well as our collective
prayer for our entire church family.
Happy New Year!
God Bless,
Jim
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people,
holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience. Bear with each
other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over
all these virtues put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity.
Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since as members of one body you
were called to peace. And be thankful. Let
the message of Christ dwell among you
richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms,
hymns and songs from the Spirit, singing
to God with gratitude in your hearts. And
whatever you do, whether in word or
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” (Colossians 3:12-17)

Let There Be Peace on Earth
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth
The peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Father
Children all are we.
Let me walk with my brother
In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now.
With every step i take
Let this be my solemn vow.
To take each moment
And live each moment
With peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth,
And let it begin with me.
Music and Worship Planing Meeting
Our next planning meeting is Wednesday,
January 11th, at Noon in the Church Library.
Please share your request(s) by writing it on
the form by the church office door, or by
sending it to bfpc502@gmail.com or by phone
at 270-465-7091.

Budget Information (12/31/2022)
Average Weekly Giving $4,024.12
Average Weekly Needs $3,413.51

PC(USA) Mission Concerns
Becoming New in 2023

by John Odom, General
Presbyter

Happy New Year.
Welcome to 2023.
For many of us this
is the time to set
new intentions, make new plans, build new
routines as you and I resolve to change and
become the people and the Church that Christ
is calling us to be.
As the New Year marks my return from a
three-month sabbatical, let me first say thank
you to the presbytery for affording me this
privilege. Let me say that it is good to be back
among my favorite Presbyterians. And finally,
let me share a sabbatical lesson amidst all of
our New Year promise-making to ourselves
and others.
If there is any newness in 2023 and beyond, it
will be God —and not us—who effects it. As
the Book of Revelation reminds, “And the One
who is seated on the throne said, ‘See I am
making all things new’” (Rev. 21:5).
Renewal, rebirth, resurrection,
redemption—the power of all things new—are
God’s gifts for God’s people. You and I can’t,
are not, and have never been in the business
of becoming new. Only God can do this. And
this realization ought to give us a fair measure
of humility in our jobs, our families, our
churches, and our politics. This realization
also gives us all hope when most of the new
that we resolve lies undone or cast aside
come February.
The fact that God and God alone has the
power to make all things new doesn’t mean
we are irrelevant—mere bystanders to God’s

renewing work. On the contrary, God has
chosen us in Christ to be participants in God’s
renewing work. Though you and I can’t fix the
world, we can, by God’s grace and the Spirit’s
power, be channels of resurrection and
renewal in our own slice of the world. God
works through the likes of you and me to bring
greater wholeness, greater healing, greater
humanity to our workplaces, families,
communities, schools, churches, and
countries.
As we mark a new year, may we even
more celebrate the One who makes all things
new. May we rejoice in the fact that we get to
experience a foretaste of God’s divine renewal
in our lives today. And throughout 2023, may
we be available to the One who sits on the
throne and who desires to use each of us as
agents as all things become new.

Thank You
To our Bethel First Family,
Thank you so much for your generous
gift. We also continue to be grateful for
your love and support that we feel always.
You are a great church family and we
are glad to be a part of it.
Sincerely,
Joe & Ann DeSpain
Thank You
Dear Church Family,
I appreciate so much your kind and
generous gift to me at Christmas.
It is an honor to serve our church
through the music ministry!
Suellen

